REPORT OF PATHOLOGY COMMITTEE.
The Pathology Committee met for the second time to discuss Dr. Blair Bell's specimen of carcinomatous sarcomata of both ovaries, and reported as follows "Macroscopically: Both tumours show a dense cortical portion, whitish in colour, surrounding a greyer central area, which has undergone cavitation by mucoid softening.
" Histologically: The sections show the growth to be composed of a uniformly cellular tissue, consisting of fusiform cells with oval and rounded nuclei. In the most part the vessels are fully formed, and have thick walls. There is a vacuolated condition of numerous cells, giving them an epithelioid appearance, and this the Committee regard as degenerative in nature. " The Committee are of opinion that there is not sufficient evidence that there is carcinoma in the tumnour, and they regard it as either an actively growing fibroma or a fibroma becoming sarcomatous. The Committee, however, wish to state that the richly cellular structure of the tumour is in their experience quite exceptional for a fibroma."
This report was signed by all the members of the Committee present, except Dr. Blair Bell, who adhered to the opinion expressed in his paper.
A Case of Rhabdo-myosarc4wa of the Uterus. By W. BLAIR BELL, M.D.
Miss L. C., aged 70, had the menopause twenty years ago, and remained quite well until July, 1911, when she noticed a slight reddish discharge from the vagina; this was not offensive then, but became so later. On September 15 she passed a large piece of growth which was found, on histological examination, to be a mixed-celled sarcoma. The uterus, tubes and ovaries were removed a few days later, and the patient made a good recovery. Ten weeks later she was suffering from intestinal obstruction and the abdomen was found to be full of growth. Enterostomy was performed, and the patient lived for about a week. The specimen removed at operation consisted of the uterus, tubes and ovaries; and the uterine cavity was found to contain a large polypoid growth round which the wall of the uterus was stretched. On full histological investigation the tumour proved to be a mixed-celled sarcoma in which there are a large number of broad spindle cells, and some of these are striated muscle-cells of a somewhat embryonic type. The recurrent growth in the abdomen was also found to be a mixedcelled sarcoma. The case will be published in detail at a future date. Two Cases of "Missed Labour." By W. C. SWAYNE, M.D. SPIEGELBERG1 defines " Missed Labour " as being the occurrence of the nisus of parturition at or about the normal term of pregnancy, with the subsequent evacuation either by Nature or Art of the dead or decomposed fcetus; and remarks that, if rupture of the membranes has taken place, the decomposition of the fcetus is, as one would expect, extremely likely. The description of this condition is based on a case described by Oldham2 in 1847. The period of retention of the fcetus varies considerably. Hagmann8 describes a case in which delivery by Caesarean section was necessary, the foetus being retained in the uterus for four hundred and forty days after the last menstruation, say five months after term. Goldenstein4 also describes a case in which the foetus was apparently retained for three months, and was delivered by dilatation of the cervix. This condition is not very common, but Hagmann, in 1904, had collected fifteen cases. The dangers of the condition are chiefly due to the results of the absorption of toxins from the decomposed uterine contents.
CASE I.
Multipara, aged 33. Previous pregnancies: One full time, two premature labours at seven months. Last pregnancy, January, 1902; last menstruation, October 15, 1904. Patient dated her pregnancy from October 15, 1904, and expected her confinement on September 24,
